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NEWS FROM ACADEMY BAY 
THE 25th ANNIVERSARY OF THE GALAPAGOS NATIONAL PARK 
On 4 July 1959 the Government of Ecuador established the Galapagos National Park and a few days later 
the Charles Darwin Foundation came into being to provide international support for its conservation. 
The fruitful results of this alliance of national government and international science during a quarter of a 
century were celebrated in Quito by a week of scientific symposia, meetings, exhibitions, film shows, the 
emission of commemorative stamps and the institution of a triennial "Charles Darwin Foundation Prize" 
for the best work on Galapagos environmental conservation. 
The week ended with a reception at the Ministry for Foreign Relations. The Minister, Dr. Luis Valencia, a 
friend of the Galapagos for many years, declared that the celebrations had not only made the unique 
character of the archipelago better known to both Ecuadoreans and foreigners but, above all, had created 
an awareness of the need to preserve the Galapagos. 
The Charles Darwin Foundation was represented by its Vice-President, Dr. Ole Hamann, and its 
Secretary General, Senor Juan Black. 
FIRE AT THE DARWIN RESEARCH STATION 
On the night of7 Maya disastrous fire broke out in the administration building of the CDRSat Academy 
Bay on Santa Cruz Island. While it proved possible to prevent the fire from spreading to the other 
buildings, the lack of water and appliances thwarted all efforts to save the building and the valuable office 
and field equipment which was kept there. With the aid of equipment lent by the National Park Service, 
the staff transferred their activities to the laboratory, the library and the Van Straelen exhibition hall. 
Although the work continued without much interruption, this has been a serious setback to the CDRS and 
the financial consequences will be hard to bear, particularly at a time when world economic conditions 
have already led to loss of income and cuts in scientific staff. It is hoped that supporters will bear this in 
mind when making their annual contributions. 
THE CONTROL OF INTRODUCED MAMMALS 
The extraordinarily heavy rainfall during the 1982-3 EI Nino phenomenon stimulated a luxuriant growth 
of vegetation and it was feared that this abundant supply of food would increase still further the enormous 
numbers (80-100,000) of goats on Santiago (James) Island. However, when Luis Calvopiiia, who has been 
studying the goats for some years, returned to the island in February and March, he could find no 
significant change and concluded that the improved food situation had been offset by higher mortality 
among the kids, due to the torrrential rains. The same considerations seem to apply to other Santiago pests 
- pigs, rats and donkeys. Plans are being worked out for a major assault first on the pigs, then on the 
goats, whenever sufficient funds become available. A small scale project would hardly be worthwhile. 
Expeditions to monitor the situation following the successful control campaigns of recent years have 
found no traces of wild dogs either on Santa Cruz or southern Isabela, where they came close to 
exterminating the endemic Land Iguana popUlations. While there cannot yet be absolute certainty that 
there are none left, it does seem that the worst threat has been averted - that the dogs would cross the 
Perry Isthmus and invade the ecologically invaluable and sensitive northern part of Isabela (Noticias 33). 
On the other hand, goats did succeed in crossing the harsh lava of the isthmus and will now have to be 
hunted on the Alcedo volcano. 
GOOD NEWS ABOUT THE HOOD TORTOISES 
When the Darwin Foundation arrived in the Galapagos, the Espanola or Hood Island Tortoise, 
Geochelona elephantopus hoodensis, seemed doomed to extinction. The few survivors were in competition 
with the numerous goats for the scant supply of food and were so scattered that they had ceased to breed 
for perhaps half a century. In desperation the CDRS director, Roger Perry, removed the four that he could 
find to the Research Station, where mating took place and, in due course, surprisingly successful methods 
of incubation were evolved. Eventually 2 males and II females were collected and genetic variation was 
improved by the generous gift by the San Diego Zoo of another male, now the Station's top-ranking stud 
animal. 
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In 1975, the first captive-bred G. e. hoodensis(hatched in 1970) were released on their arid ancestral island, 
where the food situation had meanwhile been improved by the complete elimination of the goats. The 
youngsters survived and slowly the popUlation has been built up by annual transfers from the breeding 
pens so that by 1984 145 had been released. 
Meanwhile there came alarming news of the discovery by herpetologists that the sex of tortoises is not 
determined genetically but by incubation temperature. One temperature produces all males, another all 
females. Did this mean that the years of devoted work at the Station might have resulted in repopulating 
Hood with a single sex? The CDRS methods, though more successful than those of the zoos, had been 
relatively primative (beginning with converted bird-cages) and temperatures had not been controlled with 
any great accuracy. As it is impossible to determine the sex of very young tortoises without destroying 
them, doubts have persisted. 
Now Cruz Marquez, who has taken charge in the absence of a staff herpetologist, reports there is at last 
clear evidence that the early repatriates, born in 1970-71, include both males and females. Giant tortoises 
live to a great age and they come to maturity at a correspondingly late age, so a popUlation explosion is not 
to be expected immediately. But the future of hoodensis seems secure. 
Captive breeding of the more endangered races of giant tortoise continues. In the 1983-84 season, numbers 
in the rearing house were: 
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The programme for re-establishing the breeding colonies of Land Iguanas, Conolopus subcristatus. at 
Cartago Bay on Isabela and at Cerro Drag6n on Santa Cruz continues to give encouragement. National 
Park wardens and CDRS scientists visiting Cerro Drag6n have found no traces of feral dogs since the 
recent control campaign but there are still numbers of cats, which remain a threat to the captive-bred 
iguanas if they are repatriated while still small. Monitoring at Cartago Bay produced observations of 48 of 
the 149 captive-bred youngsters which had been released there at intervals since 1982. They are still small 
and not easy to see, but those that were found were in good shape, possibly helped by the exuberance of the 
vegetation following the EI Nino rains. No traces of dogs were found and very few of cats. This is highly 
satisfactory and congratulations are due to all the many men and women involved in both the captive 
breeding and the dog control projects. Since the dogs virtually wiped out the two colonies in the early 
1970's (see Noticias 36), captive breeding has continued at the Darwin Station but the outlook for the re-
establishment of both popUlations is now much better than anyone dared hope a few years ago. 
PENGUINS, CORMORANTS AND FLAMINGOS IN 1984 
It was obvious that the extraordinary El Nino event of 1982-3 would have a detrimental effect on the 
breeding of some of the rarer Galapagos birds: on the Flightless Cormorants and Galapagos Penguins 
because the higher temperature of the sea reduced the food supply; and on the Flamingos because of the 
flooding of their restricted nesting areas. Surveys of all three species were taken early this year under the 
direction of Jose Villa, Deputy Director of the Darwin Station, and Carlos A. Valle, a scholarship research 
student, who stepped into the breech as there was no staff ornithologist in residence, owing to recent 
economies. The counts were reassuring and the conclusion was that the three species were rapidly re-
establishing themselves. As the populations are so small, any new threat provokes anxiety, and the latest 
El Nino was of a severity never previously recorded. But these birds have existed here for thousands of 
years and the evidence of the rocks and gullies shows that, over the millenia, there have been other 
extraordinary El Ninos. Yet the penguins, cormorants and flamingos survived these earlier cataclysms, 
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and there is no reason to fear that they will not survive this last one. They are restricted to very limited 
areas by the supply of food and breeding sites and there is nothing to suggest that their numbers were 
notably greater in the past nor that, given adequate protection, they are bound to decline in the future. 
A WORKSHOP ON NATIONAL PARKS 
Fausto Cepedo, chief naturalist of the Galapagos National Park Service, took part in a "mobile 
workshop" on national parks and equivalent areas during February 1984. A group of conservation 
officials, drawn from all the nature reserves of Ecuador, spent 19 days visiting representative protected 
areas, ending with a week in Galapagos, to work out detailed plans for future development. Galapagos 
was Ecuador's first national park but there is today an imposing list of others in various stages of 
organization. They include: 
Name Area 
I. Parque Nacional Galapagos 773.000 hectares 
2. Parque Nacional Yasuni 679.730 hectares 
3. Parque Nacional Sangay 271.925 hectares 
4. Parque Nacional Cotopaxi 33.393 hectares 
5. Parque Nacional Machalilla 55.095 hectares 
6. Parque Nacional Podocarpus 146.280 hectares 
7. Reserva Ecol6gica Cayambe-Coca 403.103 hectares 
8. Reserva Ecol6gica Cotacache 204.420 hectares 
9. Reserva Ecol6gica Manglares 35.042 hectares 
10. Reserva Ecol6gica Cuyabeno 254.760 hectares 
II. Area Nacional de Recreaci6n Cajas 27.323 hectares 
12. Area Nacional de Recreaci6n Boliche 1.077 hectares 
13 .. Reserva Geobotanica Pululahua 3.000 hectares 
INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION AWARD TO SECRETARY RIPLEY 
The 100,000 dollar "Olympic" prize for achievement in the field of ecology and conservation was awarded 
jointly to Prof. Francesco Nicosia ofthe Art Restoration Centre at Florence and to Mr. S. Dillon Ripley, 
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution from 1964 to 1984 and a Founder Member ofthe Charles Darwin 
Foundation. Mr. Ripley's contributions to science and conservation are enormous. He is a prolific writer, 
particularly on ornithology, and his publications include the IO-volume Handbook of the Birds of India and 
Pakistan. which he wrote in collaboration with Dr. Salim Ali. His acquaintance with the Galapagos spans 
many years. He first went there as a young research student in 1937 and his latest visit, with his wife, was in 
1977, when he went in search of the elusive Galapagos Rail, one of the subjects of his distinguished 
monograph, Rails of the World. The CD F is deeply indebted to him for long years of support and offers its 
congratulations on this well merited award. 
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VISITS AND EVENTS AT THE CHARLES DARWIN RESEARCH STATION 
January 1984 
Minard Hall of the National Polytechnic, came to collaborate on geological studies. 
Elizabeth Potts, a volunteer helper, returned to the Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew, England. 
Rudolf de Groot began his ecological and conservation studies. 
Heidi Snell and Doreen Hobell arrived to complete their research on Land Iguanas. 
The Ambassador of Czechoslovakia and party visited the Station, accompanied by the manager of 
the National Institute for Galapagos and Representative Manuel Valencia. 
Prof. William A. Weber and his students returned to the University of Colorado on finishing their 
studies of mosses and lichens. 
Friedemann Koster ended his three years as Director of the Charles Darwin Research Station. 
The first official conference of tourist guides with officers of the National Park Service and the 
CDRS was held. 
February 
GUnther Reck took over as Director of the CDRS. 
Arne Jermelov of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and Mario 
Escobar of Co-Operation in Worldwide Monitoring of Marine Pollution visited the Station. 
The Mobile Workshop on national parks and equivalent areas arrived at Academy Bay. 
The President of the Republic and his family, the Inspector General, the Minister of Industry and 
Commerce and his Undersecretary visited the Station. 
GUnther Reck (Station Director) and Miguel Cifuentes (Superintendent of the National Park) went 
to Panama to attend the meeting of the Darwin Foundation's Executive Council. 
Dieter Plage's camera team, making a series of documentaries, were joined by Colin Willock, 




Ralph Davidson of WWF arrived at the Station. 
Enrique Saenz, personal advisor to the Minister of Finance, came to study the financial situation of 
the National Park Service and the Darwin Station. 
Tjitte De Vries and Carlos Valle resumed their study of the migrations of the Great Frigate-bird. 
David Anderson returned to USA on terminating his finch project. 
Conley McMullen completed his pollination research and returned to Virginia Polytechnic. 
Yves Finet and Bonnie Bums arrived from Belgium to collect molluscs. 
Spencer Beebe, Vice-President of Nature Conservancy in the U.S., visited the Station. 
The Minister of Natural Resources, Ing. Gustavo Galindo, visited the Station. 
The Cardinal Archbishop of Quito and the Archbishop of Guayaquil called at the Station. 
Derek Green, for many years in charge of the marine turtle project, paid a return visit. 
Peter Pritchard, herpetologist, paid another visit. 
A Chinese delegation, led by the Vice-President of the Chinese Parliament, came to see the Station. 
Tomiyo Sasaki and Ernest Gusella came to make wildlife video tapes. 
Fire destroyed the administration building (7 May). 
Linda Hamilton, Rachel Brubaker, Robert Curry and Scott Stolenson, members of Peter Grant's 
team making long-term studies of Darwin's finches, returned to U.S.A. 
John Wright and David Good came to study lizards and salamanders on Santa Cruz, Darwin, 
Wolf, Pinta and Marchena Islands. 
Robert Lavenberg, Ann and Dan Cohen, Bill Bussing, Andy Jaks, Marty Meisler and Jim McLean 
came to study the reef fishes of the northern islands of the archipelago. 
Juan Black, Sec. Gen. of the Darwin Foundation, arrived (9 May) with architect Hugo Galarza 
and accountants to assess the situation following the fire. 
Under the auspices of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., Nancy Archibald and Rudolf Kovanic 
came to make television films. 
Lisle Gibbs and Steven Latta of the Peter Grant group returned to U.S.A. 
Malcolm Coulter, formerly staff ornithologist, returned to make a short study of the Blue-footed 
Booby and to review the programme to protect the Hawaiian Petrel on Floreana. 
Mario Hurtado took up his post as staff marine biologist. 
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